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to conceive an affection at first sight. . . . The ac-
count he has given me of your situation and prospects
is more comfortable than I think at any past period
for many years back.

'The settlement of your domestic troubles'I never
think of without joy; and I have still more satisfaction
now than when those events were recent, in the hope
that your mind has subsided to a calmness and tran-
quillity on that subject, which are not attainable either
during the conflict or immediately after such a storm.
Your little girl is a treasure, which I kno^ better how
to appreciate than I did. You are engaged in impor-
tant business, and execute it with distinction. Johnston
insists on it that your attention is fixed on a prudent
management of your own affairs, as well as on an active
discharge of your public duties; and on this I build
with pleasure a great confidence in the realisation of
more agreeable prospects. That part of life to which
we are coming ought to be made smoother than what
we have passed; for we neither shall have the same
activity to make oux way good over flints and brambles,
nor the same spirits to support cheerfully the bruises
and scratches which we cannot avoid.

* I shall be happy, therefore, my dear Hugh, to see
you fairly a mnr> of this world; which is not only con-
sistent with honour, generosity, and the whole class of
les v&rtus nobles, but perhaps inseparable from these
qualities rightly understood. Health is the first point
of alL Johnston says you are much better than you
have been, bat I own I think climate an essential to a